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Summary 
Opening worship 

Nominations/approval:  Amelia Diamond (Abington Monthly Meeting) was approved as AQM clerk.  
Reports: AQM Trustees — Rebecca Emerson(Abington MM) , clerk of AQM trustees reported on their 
meeting on 4/27/2014; she read the minute approving $1,000,000 of the investments in the newly formed 
green fund of Friends Fiduciary. (See AQM trustees’ minute on  p. 3). We are grateful for the care trustees 
have taken to address this matter since it came before Quarter in 5/2012, and was addressed by a minute 
from a called session of Abington Quarter in 12/2012.  
   AQM JFC/MSFC — Karen Shanoski (Norristown MM) reported that so far, 33 participants have signed up 
for JFC and 17 middle-schoolers are signed up for MSFC at the George School. The dates are 6/22-27/2014.   
 

Water as a physical and spiritual necessity for life.  
Presentations by members of AQM monthly meetings 

Judith Inskeep (Gwynedd Meeting) summarized the spiritual and scriptural images of water and images. She 
mentioned the FWCC “Living Water” theme for post-World Conference programs.  She also pointed out the 
probable future scarcity of water, as well as the ongoing lack of potable water in many parts of the world and 
efforts by such organizations as Friendly Water for the World to provide water filtration.   Comments includ-
ed the work of other groups doing similar work.  http://abington.quaker.org/aqm/water_imagery.pdf 
 
Steven Redding (Richland MM) described his work on care of the Monthly Meeting’s trees as an essential 
component of water stewardship. He prepared a packet for each meeting in the Quarter. He is available to 
consult with meetings as way may open.  
 
Jack Schick (Richland MM) introduced the topic of waste water treatment, something we all depend on but 
don’t often consider. He introduced Bob Leiber  (Unami MM) a specialist in water treatment programs who 
presented the topics involved in treating water in urban and suburban areas.  http://abington.quaker.org/
aqm/wastewater.pdf 

Randy Quinby and others of Unami MM has been actively involved in a community in India in assisting in dig-
ging a well to supply water, and are working with the India Friends Working Group of PYM.  Discussion in-
cluded possible support for this project through the quarter.  For further information on the project, see 
http://www.pym.org/india-friends-working-group/files/2014/05/Proposal-on-Bhimkothi-2.pdf 

Friends joined Plymouth Friends for worship, followed by fellowship.  
 
Editor’s note: Friends are grateful for Mike Mrozinski’s service as clerk of Abington Quarter; his service in 
that capacity began in 10th month, 2007. 

Minutes from our sessions will be gathered and sent out to those in attendance soon after the session so that comments on 

substance may be forwarded back to the Clerk and Recorders for inclusion in a draft to be presented at the next session for 

approval by the body.   

http://www.abingtonquarter.org
mailto:aqc.kathys@gmail.com
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Abington Quarter Calendar Events: Addresses, web addresses, etc.  

Abington MM: 520 Meetinghouse Road, Jenkintown, PA  19046;  

    www.abington.quaker.org/  

Gwynedd MM: 1101 DeKalb Pike, Gwynedd, PA  19454.  www.gwyneddmeeting.org/  

Plymouth MM:  E Germantown and Butler Pikes, Plymouth Meeting PA                                                                                                                       

Richland MM: S. Main St. & Mill Road (just off Rt. 309), Quakertown, PA  18951;  

    www.richlandquakers.org 

—Weekly events in Abington Quarter — 

Sundays:  

Abington MM: Sundays at 7 will resume in 10/2014.                                                           

Tuesdays:  
Gwynedd MM:  Meditation Group 7:30-8:30 p.m. Sharing 8:30-9 p.m. Guidance for interested beginners      
offered. Contact: Ranvir Bakshi rkbakshi@comcast.net  

Wednesdays:  

Abington MM:  Mid-week worship 7:00 p.m. Short Stable. Contact: Mara Wai mara.wai@gmail.com  

Plymouth MM:  Mid-week worship 7:00 p.m. Contact: Dave Miller d.j.miller@verizon.net or Christine 
Greenland 215-322-4105 christine.greenland@gmail.com 

Richland MM:  Historical Conversations with Jack Schick. 6:00 p.m. 
“Light Group” 7:00 p.m. Explore a type of meditation used by early Quakers to “find the Truth in the 
Light”, centering. Contact: Susan Abbott,  naisma@aol.com, 610-346-1937 OR Jack Schick, 

sjckschc@aol.com. Please be prompt!  

Representative Committee 

Upper Dublin Meeting 6/1/2014; 8:30 a.m. 

Join Upper Dublin Friends for Worship at  10:00 a.m. 

Advanced Notice: 

Richland MM will bring a minute for consideration to representative committee (see p. 4) 

Quarterly Meeting Picnic 

8/3/2014; 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Fellowship Farm (at pavilion) 
2488 Sanatoga Road  
Pottstown, PA 19464  

Hosts: Pottstown Worship Group 

(flier as separate attachment) 

Christine Greenland, AQM newsletter editor: Christine.greenland@gmail.com; 215-322-4105 

—  Coming Events in Abington Quarter  — 

http://www.abingtonquarter.org
mailto:rkbakshi@comcast.net
mailto:mara.wai@gmail.com
mailto:naisma@aol.com
mailto:sjckschc@aol.com


  

 

MINUTE 

INCORPORATED TRUSTEES OF ABINGTON QUARTERLY MEETING OF FRIENDS 

At their biannual Board Meeting on April 27, 2014, Abington Quarterly Meeting Trustees      
approved the following Minute: 

In response to a Minute from the Quarter requesting that the Trustees consider adjusting 
their investment policy to reflect heightened concerns for the environment, the Trustees 
engaged in an information gathering and discernment process. After much discussion and 
careful consideration, the Trustees agreed to allocate $1,000,000 of their invested funds 
in Friends Fiduciary Corporation to the Quaker Green Fund at Friends Fiduciary. The      
allocation between our accounts shall be agreed between the Treasurer and Clerk of the 
Investment Committee. The Trustees also agreed that this would be the first step in a 
three year process during which the Trustees would evaluate the results achieved in the 
new Quaker Green Fund with the intention of increasing the Trustees investment in that 
Fund at each biannual meeting. 

Revitalizing Our Quarters 

6/7/2014, 10:30 a.m.– 3:30 p.m. 

Reading Meeting 

108 N 6th Street, Reading, PA  

Friends Economic Integrity Project  

Discussion group meets Tuesday 6/3/2014, 6:30 p.m., PYM conference room, Friends Center. (Listed as 
Growth Dilemma Project on PYM Calendar) 

 

Young Friends 

Camp Onas Gathering 8/17-23/2014 
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Christine Greenland, AQM newsletter editor: Christine.greenland@gmail.com; 215-322-4105 

PYM Sessions at Muhlenberg College 7/23-27/2014 

Worship is a Door to Love  

Opportunies for worship, business and fellowship  
In preparation for Yearly Meeting Sessions, Friends in Monthly Meetings are asked to review two matters for 

consideration.  
1) Faith and Practice Revisions — these have been forwarded to the clerks of monthly meetings by e-mail 

with links. If you have not received these, please let us know. 
 Experience and Faith 
 Faith Reflected in Our Daily Lives 
 Faith Reflected in Our Organization 

2) The proposal from Long Range Planning Group was presented to Interim Meeting on 
4/12/2014. Your meeting’s representative to Interim Meeting may have hard copy.   

 — Beyond Abington Quarter — 

http://www.abingtonquarter.org
http://www.pym.org/faith-and-practice-revision-group/files/2014/04/Experience-and-Faith_3-12-14MR.pdf
http://www.pym.org/faith-and-practice-revision-group/files/2014/04/Faith-Reflected-in-Our-Daily-Lives_3-12-14MR.pdf
http://www.pym.org/faith-and-practice-revision-group/files/2014/04/Faith-Reflected-in-Our-Organization_3-12-14MR.pdf


  

 

Richland Friends Meeting wishes to support the endeavors of the End Modern Slavery Working 
Group of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, and wishes to acknowledge and align with the following 

minute of the Western Quarter: 

 

The Western Quarter of the Religious Society of Friends shares in the pain and suffering of those 
trapped as victims of Human Slavery in this country and throughout the world. Slavery is an affront to our 
Quaker testimonies and to human dignity. We decry this abomination that has been allowed to spread 
across the world. We share a moral outrage at human trafficking that leads to slavery and to human 
bondage through violence and the threat of violence. 
 

We encourage the members of our Quarter and Friends everywhere to be mindful that our faith is reflect-
ed in our everyday lives, and to consider how they might alter their consumer and lifestyle decisions to 
avoid purchasing products that have come from sources that promote slavery. 

 

Richland Friends Monthly Meeting invites all monthly meetings within the Abington Quarter to season a 
minute on Human Trafficking. We ask monthly meetings to learn about the global and local magnitude of 
this modern day slavery, and support the effort led by the End Modern Slavery Working Group of the 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting’s Peace and Social Concerns Standing Committee.  Bob Frye of London 
Grove Monthly Meeting has provided an explanation of Human Trafficking. This explanation is included 
to ground our discernment. 

Explanation 

Virtually every nation on earth has laws abolishing slavery, but today an estimated 27 million people are 
in bondage. They are victims of illegal Human Trafficking, which the United Nations defines as a crime 
against humanity. Slavery is no longer race specific. Every race, ethnic group, nation, and city has its 
share of slaves. They are invisible to us because the holding of human beings as slaves is illegal, and 
thus kept in the recesses of society. But the trafficking in human beings is now the fastest growing crimi-
nal enterprise in the world, surpassing the illegal arms trade in 2010. Over 80% of enslaved people are 
female, over 50% are children. They may have sewn the garments we are wearing, or grown the beans 
for the coffee we are drinking. They produce much of the cocoa for the candy bars that we pack with our 
lunch. Slaves can be found in the massage parlors and street corners in our cities. And they are even 
held captive as domestic servants in the most affluent neighborhoods of the major cities of this nation. It 
is a global and local crisis – from the brick kilns of Pakistan to the tobacco fields of North Carolina. They 
are trapped, subjected to violence and fear of imprisonment, and exploited. 

Robert Frye 

Peace & Justice Committee 

London Grove Monthly Meeting 
 
 
Editors note: Friends may also wish to consider our personal complicity in practices that lead to oppres-
sion and slavery, here and in other countries. Such things may include increased incarceration (for profit 
prisons), increased poverty and decreasing social supports for those in need. For more information, and 
to check individual use of items that use indentured/slave labor, check out www.slaveryfootprint.org 

Above all, we hold in the light the millions of human souls who today are suffering under the yolk of en-
slavement and those survivors who have been rescued but will work for a lifetime to 
recover. We support the work of individual Friends and the work of the End Modern Slavery (EMS) 
Working Group of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting in their leading to witness to the reality of this evil. 

AQ NEWSLETTER     May 2014 www.abingtonquarter.org          Page 4 

http://www.abingtonquarter.org


  

 

As an experiment, this listing is by meeting, then by date. Special events are in green. News of meeting 
members is included.  

 
Abington MM — Outdoor Meeting for Worship begins 6/15/2014,  9:30 a.m. Outdoor Meeting and 
11:15 a.m. Indoor Meeting.  Check www.abingtonmeeting.org for additional information.  

Byberry MM — Summer meeting schedule 10:00 a.m.  Begins in 6th month.  

7/19/2014, 11 a.m. State Historical Marker commemorating Byberry Hall.  

Gwynedd MM — A  permanent Labyrinth of brick-edged grass paths will be installed at the back of 
the playground, behind the long picnic tables. 

     6/28/2014, 6:30 p.m. Concert: Lisa Wildman duo, Saturday.  Guitar, flute, percusson and    
     family-friendly singing. Lisa is an accomplished singer, flutist, and music therapist; $5 donation/ 
     adult suggested.  
 

Pottstown Worship Group  
    Sunday 8/3/2014, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Quarterly Meeting Picnic (See announcement, p. 1) 
 

Horsham MM — Betsy Lukshides is recuperating from an infection at St. Mary Manor in Lansdale,  and hopes 

to return to her apartment soon.  

Plymouth MM — The O'Grady Family received the Upper Merion Township 2014 Earth Day Award in recogni-
tion of the use of exceptional green practices conserving everyday uses of energy.  

Colonial Neighborhood Council will be seeking food donations throughout the summer. Non-perishable items 
are needed. 

 Saturday, 6/7/2014; 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Strawberry Festival      

 Sunday, 6/22/2014 After Meeting. Meeting Picnic  

Richland MM —  7/9/2014 FOOD FOR FRIENDS-RICHLAND PROVIDES MEAL Please contact Donna 
Berger deelee44@verizon.net  to sign up to help.  

Advanced notice: 9/21/2014, 12 noon– 2:00 p.m. Carol Metzker, clerk of the End Modern Slavery 
working group will present an informational session. Individuals from other Monthly Meetings within 
Abington Quarter are welcome to attend this session for a broader understanding of this concern. (See 
minute on p. 4).  

 
Upper Dublin MM  

 Representative Meeting Sunday, 6/1/2014, 9 a.m.  

 Unplug, Recharge. 6/11/2014, 7/9/2014, 8/13/2014 (2d Wednesdays) 6:30 p.m. followed by  
 soup and conversation) 
 
Unami MM 

 Sunday, 6/1/2014  at 9:45 a.m. Haiku, tanka and visual art gathering, with Marilyn  
     Hazelton, poet and essayist;  these poetic forms can be valuable additions to a spiritual   
     practice. Bring 2-3 personal spring photographs. Prepare by noticing and enjoying this lovely   
     season.  
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Christine Greenland, AQM newsletter editor: Christine.greenland@gmail.com; 215-322-4105 

 Late spring-early summer — around Abington Quarter 

mailto:deelee44@verizon.net
http://www.abingtonquarter.org


  

 

Pendle Hill programs  
See http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/spring 2014 or http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/summer 2014  

for more details, costs and on-line registration 

5/30-6/1/2014 The Goodness Workshop John Calvi Slow down . . . for goodness’ sake. Pull off the highway and into the beautiful 

rest area that Pendle Hill provides, and gather a deeper sense of your own goodness. 

6/6-11/2014 Young Adult Friends Conference Continuing Revolution: A Young Adult Friends Conference on Community 

6/8-12/2014 Writing Through Grief Jessica Handler and Kathryn Rhett  Robert Frost wrote “no tears for the writer, no tears for 
the reader,” but how does the writer bring emotionally difficult material to the page and move through trauma to create powerful 
work? 

6/13-15/2014 Circles of Crones: Celebrating the Authentic Wisdom of Women over 50 Bette Rainbow Hoover We gather to em-
brace the wise women we have become, with passion and patience. 

6/20-22/2014 Inquirers’ Weekend: An Introduction to Quaker Faith and Practice Deborah Saunders and Martin Kelley  Explore 
the basics of Quaker faith and practice and discover how they connect with your own spiritual experience.  

6/22-26/2014 Visual Storytelling: The Transformative Art of Altered Book-Making Jesse White Learn how to recreate an existing 
book into your own work of art. As you transform a book, you may find yourself transformed as well. 

7/6-10/2014 Writing Your Spiritual Autobiography Dan Wakefield Evocative exercises and group sharing in a nurturing setting 
allow us to remember and write about meaningful parts of our life’s journey.  Come with openness to the process, and leave with 
stories of your spiritual journey.  

7/13-17/2014 John Woolman Speaks to Us Today Michael Heller and Michael Birkel Two Quaker scholars with long-time interest 
in John Woolman’s life and work will guide us in reading Woolman’s Journal.  We will explore text and context, but let the Spirit 
reveal how Woolman's life speaks to us today. 

7/20-24/2014 Brave New Journaling Jesse White Discover innovative ways to journal. 

7/27-31/2014 The Sacred Art of Spiritual Discernment Nancy Bieber  Are you seeking God’s guidance for your life? Learn practic-
es to see yourself, your choices, and your calling more clearly. 

8/3-7/2014 Women Weaving  Work and Worship Sara kniseley Bixler  Practice weaving, spinning, knitting, dyeing, and other fabric arts 

with women who gather yearly to work creatively with fibers and share their spiritual journeys. 

8/8-10/2014 Mind in the Heart: Creativity as a Spiritual Practice Melanie Weidner Experiment with simple, yet profound, exer-
cises that bring the wildness of your mind into the wisdom of your heart, where together they work best.  

8/10-14/2014 Heart in the Hands: Letting Your Life Speak through Paper Arts Melanie Weidner Explore and deepen the wisdom 
of your heart through the creative work of your hands.  

8/10-14/2014 Engaging the Hebrew Prophets: Poets of God’s Justice  Doug Gwyn -Like many of us today, the prophets of ancient 
Israel were alarmed by how militarized, exploitative, and unequal their societies were becoming.  We will lisen to a variety of pro-
phetic texts, devoting a substantial part of each session to presenting the context for the prophet's message  

8/15-17/2014 Playing in the Light: Godly Play©/Faith and PlayTM Michael Gibson and Melinda Wenner. Faith & Play™ is a Montes-
sori-inspired resource that helps children find words and images for expressing the experiences of holy mystery and wonder in 
their lives. 
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Opportunities for service! 

Newsletter:  

The AQ Newsletter editor needs people from various meetings to send in events at your meeting. Editing is 

also helpful. Contact: Christine Greenland 215-322-4105; christine.greenland@gmail.com.  

AQ Website: Help keep the AQ Website up to date! Contact: Dan Turner, Abington Quarter Webmas-

ter, m-turner@verizon.net or 215-884-5127,  with coming events. He can also assist with getting your 

events onto the PYM website.  

http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/spring-2014/943-the-goodness-workshop
http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/summer-2014/992-writing-through-grief
http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/summer-2014/993-circles-of-crones-celebrating-the-authentic-wisdom-of-women-over-50
http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/summer-2014/994-inquirers-weekend-an-introduction-to-quaker-faith-and-practice
http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/summer-2014/995-visual-storytelling-the-transformative-art-of-altered-book-making
http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/summer-2014/996-writing-your-spiritual-autobiography
http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/summer-2014/997-john-woolman-speaks-to-us-today
http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/summer-2014/1033-brave-new-journaling
http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/summer-2014/998-the-sacred-art-of-spiritual-discernment
http://www.pendlehill.org/workshops/summer-2014/1000-mind-in-the-heart-creativity-as-a-spiritual-practice
http://www.abingtonquarter.org


  

 

 

 

QUARTER 

ABINGTON  

 

TO: 

 

Christine Greenland, editor  
PO Box 3072 
Warminster, PA 18974 
christine.greenland@gmail..com   

Differences of opinion and personality... play a big role in the 
community of our Meeting. This makes it more difficult to see 
fellow Members as siblings in  the Spirit, as loved ones.  

We bring our likes and dislikes, our attitudes and egos, our pride 
and our prejudice into the Meeting. I admit guilt. I have said 
about Meeting Members, “So-and-so is a jerk sometimes,” “I 
don’t like him/her very much,” “I can’t work with his/her        
irritating personality.” Each time I do it damages the ‘family’. If I 
say it behind the person’s back, … I still damaged the sense of 
community a Meeting should have by spreading ‘negative vibes’. 
Divisions occur, rifts open.  

...It’s difficult to live as a Friend, and I certainly fall short of what 
I should be. I’m sure, if you’re honest, you’ll admit you’re not 
perfect either. When I became a member of Richland Meeting, it 
was like getting married. I assumed responsibilities and obliga-
tions to my ‘mate’. I must work hard, give love and labor, to 
build and maintain a strong family.  As in marriage, there will be             
tribulations and stressful times. I must dispense with the pride 
and prejudice. I must see other Meeting Members as my     
brothers and sisters with whom I must work diligently, in love, to 
create a community in which everyone can feel comfortable and 
safe as they progress on their spiritual journey into the Light.  

Jack Schick, Richland Meeting Potluck Press  4/27/2014 
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10:30-11:30 AM                                                                                                                             

Horsham MM                          

Richland MM                         

11:15 AM-12:15 PM                    

Abington MM                                    

Plymouth MM                                                                                               

11AM-12 PM                                                                                                                           

Byberry MM  

Foulkeways WG                                

Pottstown W  (2nd, 4th weeks only)       

Unami MM                                                                                                                                          

9:30 -10:30 AM                     

Gwynedd MM  

Abington MM (summer)                                                                                                         

10:00-11:00 AM                           

Byberry MM (summer)

Norristown MM                       

Upper Dublin MM                                                                                                              

Abington Quarter   

Sunday Worship  
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